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*4For us, with lives so hazardous5 to love

Is like a poor girl's game of being a queen." l
Sometimes Abercromble's similes are meant for a philosophical
meaning.   IB the passage:

"I see a man's life like a little flame

Clinging to one end of a burning spill;

And the man's in the grasp of a great anger,

Who Is for shaking the last glimmer of life

From off him, as you shake the fire off a match

When you would have it done with burning.*9 a
The comparison of man's life to a little lame or the fire of a
match is very apt and it shows the poet's intention to philoso-
phise.   Another example of this type can be had in the  simile;
of the treading of summer-searching birds :

"The feet of our Spirit have wonderfully trod

The dangers of the "rushing fate of life,

As summer-searching birds tread with their wings

Mountainous surges in the air,"s

The poet's powers of minute observation are revealed
here. Yet another example of Abercromble's use of simile (aptr
happy, eloquent and imaginative) can be had In the passage:

"The spirit in us

Hath, like imagination in a prison,

Kindled Itself free of all boundary,

So that It hath no room but Its own joy,

Ample as the first, before it fell

Into this burthenous habit of a world/* *

Another example is the simile of water under the flukes of a
harpooned whale:

MAy, or with that wild, monstrous tail of his

Smash down upon the air, and make it bounce

Like water under the flukes of a harpooned whale

And thrash it to a poisonous fire/' s

Sometimes, Abercrombie uses long similes.   For example^.
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